
 

Advocate of the year for California 
Dave Roughton, SAFE Credit Union 

 
Dave Roughton has been instrumental in nurturing local relationships with elected 
officials in the Greater Sacramento area. He has made community and engagement 
a top priority and has yielded a positive and open brand for the credit union 
movement. Dave has hosted multiple fundraisers at his credit union and routinely 
makes donations to our PAC.  

Dave prioritizes Advocacy events by always ensuring SAFE CU’s representation is at 
all levels. We appreciate your dedication and commitment to our advocacy efforts. 
Thank you, Dave!  

 

Advocate of the year for Nevada 
Wally Murray, Greater Nevada Credit Union 

 

You know your commitment to advocacy is strong when you’re lobbying for credit 
unions the week of your credit union’s anniversary. That’s the kind of commitment Wally 
has for our effort.  

Saying that Wally is a role model for the cause is an understatement.  He lives, 
breathes and understands that credit unions exist and survive by our ability to organize 
for advocacy.  

Wally, thank you for being the constant champion for the movement. The advocacy 
team wants to especially thank you for your routine support of our causes.  



 

Advocate Credit Union of the Year in California 
Patelco Credit Union, Erin Mendez 

 
Patelco Credit Union has been a key leader in aiding the League’s 
Advocacy team. CEO Erin Mendez is a member of the Leagues’ political 
action committee (PAC), Erin has increased corporate donations to our 
PAC by using her leadership and commitment to advocacy to help 

encourage higher participation. This year, Patelco has successfully increased their payroll deduction program by 23%.  
Patelco has also led advocacy efforts in the grassroots department by hosting regional organizing meetings, meet & 
greets with elected officials, and has consistently attended and supported League hosted fundraisers. Patelco 
continuously works to build authentic relationships with elected officials and strives to maintain a strong community 
presence. We thank Erin and her credit union for their tremendous support and leadership!   

 
Advocate Credit Union of the Year in Nevada 

Silver State Schools Credit Union, Scott Arkills 
 

Silver State Schools Credit Union (SSSCU) has been a leader 
in aiding the League’s Advocacy team, SSSCU testified 
multiple times in the Nevada State Legislature committee in 
support of our league sponsored bill SB 479. CEO Scott Arkills 
offered expert testimony during committee hearing, urging law 
makers to allow MLOs at privately insured credit unions to 

register through the National Credit Union Administration, much like federally insured credit union. The bill passed with a 
unanimous bipartisan support and was signed by the Governor in May 2019. Additionally, Scott Arkills has agreed to be 
our nominee for the state’s first financial literacy council.  Lastly, Silver State Schools Credit Union is leading the way by 
involving new faces to our state and federal advocacy effort to produce new leaders to join broader advocacy strategy. 
Thank you, Scott & Silver State Schools Credit Union.  



 

Shapiro Advocate of the year 
Heri “Eddie” Garcia, Thinkwise Credit Union 

 
Eddie exudes the spirit of Shapiro!  He has shown his commitment to Advocacy by 
attending GAC, CA GRR, and supporting and participating in our League hosted 
fundraisers.  Eddie has shown that assets size is not an issue when it comes to the 
commitment to advocacy and is quite possible the coolest person we have met. We think 
wisely of him!  Thank you, Eddie!  

 

 
 

Volunteer of the year 
Jose Luis Pacheco, Santa Clara County Federal Credit Union 

 

Jose Luis was a hidden gem! The Advocacy team met Jose Luis at GAC and since then 
have been working hard to get credit unions more engaged into Advocacy. Jose Luis has 
been successful in connecting with community leaders, elected officials and participating in 
league hosted fundraisers. Jose Luis joined the Volunteer Leadership Group earlier this year 
and has been a tremendous leader to the movement. He has a spunk and energy that is 
contagious! Thank you for your commitment and support!  



 

Supplier of the year: American Share Insurance, Dennis Adams 

Dennis is the continual advocate for the California and Nevada Credit Union Leagues. ASI is always the first to offer a 
sponsorship for one of our many advocacy events and a great partner for the cause. Dennis, Don and Kellie are the ASI 
team that never says no. Please join me in thanking and appreciating American Share Insurance. 



 

Political Professional of the Year: Marsha Mathias, Kinecta CU 

Marsha has contributed to our Advocacy successes by helping us foster and develop 
long term relationships with elected officials. This year she spearheaded a partnership 
with Assemblywoman Burke by conducting an in-district Bite of Reality event. She also 
participated in the Advocacy Workshop, and tirelessly attends and participates in meet 
and greets, check presentations, and political fundraisers.  

We thank you for your dedication and friendship with the Leagues advocacy team! 

 


