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John Cassidy’s entry into the credit union 
world began just under 20 years ago, when 
the board of Sierra Central Credit Union 
hired the former Great Western/Washington 
Mutual manager as CEO in January of 
2000.  

But since then he has become entrenched 
within the credit union movement. Under 
John’s leadership, everything Sierra Central 

Credit Union does is driven by what is best for 
its members. The credit union has been able to help its members meet their financial 
and personal goals by providing them auto loans, home loans, home improvement 
loans, debt consolidation loans, boat loans, lines of credit and VISA lines of credit. Over 
the last 18 years, that has meant a total of $3 billion loaned out to members!  

In 2017, the credit union had the opportunity to test its business continuity plans in 
response to three devastating circumstances, including the tragic wildfires that affected 
so many throughout Northern California in October. While the fires did not directly affect 
operations, some employees and members were affected by the fires; many lost their 
homes and belongings. Once again, the response team quickly responded by putting 
together relief options for employees and members. In addition, John and Sierra 
Central--along with the rest of the credit union industry—came together to raise money 
to help those affected by these fires.  

In late 2019 the Camp Fire hit Butte County. While the credit union’s Paradise branch 
was not damaged, some employees lost everything. Sierra Central and John went to 
work to once again help those impacted. The credit union partnered with long-time 
spokesperson Harold Pressley and his foundation to form the Camp Fire Relief Fund. In 
May 2019, the Foundation and Sierra Central presented a check for more than 
$271,000 to the North Valley Community Foundation to help with rebuilding efforts. 

In the first few days of the Northern California fires, John personally traveled each time 
(first to Redding and then to Butte County) with several restaurants and businesses in 
tow to serve meals for evacuees, first responders, and firefighters.  



John is a strong advocate for credit unions—both on the legislative and regulatory fronts 
as well as the grassroots community level. He always attends GAC and GRR and a 
host of other League events. He is the team leader in legislative meetings and is 
prepared on the important issues. He explains the issues in a way that makes 
legislators care. He talks to them about their local communities and why the legislation 
would specifically be good or bad for the legislator’s constituents.  

Through all his hard work in the community and on the political front, John has forged 
first-name relationships with all his federal, state, and local elected officials. He will 
always make the phone call to members of Congress and to state legislators on a 
pressing credit union issue. He knows his elected officials personally, so his calls 
always get through, and his opinions are always valued by the officials. The elected 
officials all know how much John and Sierra Central give back to their community.  

He is a huge supporter of PAC and has been chair of the CCUL PAC Committee. When 
the League needs to reach a PAC goal, John is the first person to stand up with a check 
in hand to challenge to his peers to follow suit. He also is involved in many PAC events, 
including the annual Multi-Chapter PAC golf tournament held in May in Valencia, CA, 
which has raised thousands and thousands of dollars for League PAC.  

Sierra Central leads and sponsors many important community events throughout the 
year, including “THE EVENT concert at Peach Tree,” held every August to raise funds 
for local community charities. John is a frequent guest on a local television show, Fox 
40s Studio 40 Live Show, where he not only talks about Sierra Central’s community 
outreach efforts but also the credit union difference. He actively demonstrates why 
credit unions are the best alternative for consumers in the Northern California region. 
He is currently the vice chairman of the California Credit Union League and will serve as 
chairman next year. He’s also been a member of the League’s Alternative Sources of 
Capital Task Force.  

He has served for a number of years on the Credit Unions for Kids Wine Auction 
committee. He donates a large amount of wine for the auction. And more importantly; a 
rather large percentage of the premium wine auctioned is obtained at large discounts 
through John’s connections with the wine industry in the Napa Valley.           
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