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Sue Longson’s path to credit 
unions began at a very young 
age. Her grandfather, Lance 
Barden, founded hundreds of 
credit unions (his 1,000th credit 
union was the first one in 
Nevada—Sierra Nevada Power 
FCU). And both her father, 
Steve, and mother, Shirley, ran 
credit unions.  

In fact, it was at her mother’s 
credit union in La Puente in 

1973 where Sue got her start in the industry, working as a teller and filing at age 15. 
She eventually would head her own credit union. During her long credit union career, 
Sue has been a member of the boards of the California and Nevada leagues, including 
serving two years as chairman of the Nevada league. She also served on the political 
action committees in both California and Nevada. And she was on the Shapiro Group 
advisory committee. In recent years she’s been a strong advocate for credit unions on 
the political front, especially as the advocacy specialist for Boulder Dam Credit Union.  

Boulder Dam Credit Union President and CEO Eric Estes: Sue Longson has been 
instrumental in orchestrating the advocacy work for Nevada’s credit unions for many 
years. Her leadership skills, personal communication style, and passion for integrity 
have endeared her to not only Nevada’s credit union leadership but also to hundreds of 
elected officials over the years. This past year she once again coordinated, in 
conjunction with League leadership, personal interviews with all Nevada candidates 
running for state office in order to educate them on the credit union difference as well as 
to identify those who would be friendly to credit union ideals. These interviews require 
hours of preparation and execution but have proven invaluable to the relationships we 
have built with our Nevada elected officials. She has served for several years as a 
volunteer treasurer for one of our prominent State Senators who also happens to be a 
Director for one of Nevada’s largest credit unions. She has maintained a strong 
knowledge of issues important to credit unions today and is a shining example of how 



one individual can take the trust and respect earned over a career to continue to 
promote and educate the credit union difference.  

WestStar Credit Union President and CEO Rick Schmidt: In the area of lobbying at 
the state and federal level, I have never seen anyone as skillful and successful as Sue. 
Every time we go to Carson City for the NV GRR, she is known and greeted by 
legislators everywhere we visit. They know her by name, they give her big hugs and 
always are willing to listen because it is Sue. The same is true in Washington DC. One 
of our former members of Congress, without exception, would always begin our 
discussion by saying he has always been and would always be a credit union supporter 
because of Sue Longson. She is well liked and well respected by our state and federal 
legislators. Personally, Sue has always been an amazing resource for me. When I first 
moved here, she was one of the first friends I made and someone who was always 
willing to talk and share ideas/feedback. She helped make my transition much smoother 
and easier—and because that was during the height of the recession, helped me a 
great deal! Her extensive knowledge of credit unions and credit union people goes back 
decades. She is a great source of knowledge about the industry and her insights have 
helped the credit union industry in NV survive the recession and thrive in the years 
since. I am proud to call Sue a friend and a colleague.  

Clark County Credit Union President and CEO Matt Kershaw: Sue is always a great 
representative and leader for advocacy. She has a great relationship with our federal 
delegation and that makes it so easy to get in the room with them for a great 
conversation. Without her I know that we wouldn’t be as effective as we are today.  

Boulder Dam Credit Union Compliance Officer Kyle Johnson: I have worked with 
Sue for the last few years on the advocacy side, and traveled with her to both Carson 
City and Washington D.C. I cannot think of a more deserving person to receive this 
award, not only for her tireless efforts on behalf of the credit union industry, but also 
because she is a wonderful person and friend. If you want someone to lead the charge, 
you can always count on her; she is truly what credit unions are and should be about.  

Former Nevada Governor and retired Senator Richard H. Bryan: I have been a 
member of the Clark County Credit Union since 1964. Later I was privileged to serve in 
the State Legislature, as Attorney General, Governor, and U.S. Senator. During the 36 
years of my public service I have met many leaders in the credit union movement. Sue 
Longson is one of the best. She is a passionate advocate for credit unions. She is 
knowledgeable and persuasive. She has taken the time to cultivate personal 
relationships with many of the decision makers in our state. In my opinion she is one of 
the most effective advocates I have known. This nomination is a well-deserved honor 
for her.  


