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Joe Schroeder is a longtime leader and a well-

recognized name within the credit union 

movement. His career in the industry began 

more than thirty years ago—just days after his 

college graduation when he was hired as a 

communications coordinator for CUNA Mutual 

Insurance Group. This early public relations 

position, in which Joe wrote and spoke 

nationally about credit unions, ignited a passion 

and deep respect for the movement. 

Shortly after his initiation into the industry, Joe 

transitioned into a management role at what is 

now Logix FCU, gaining a reputation as an 

innovative and strategic marketer, as well as a 

rising star in the Southern California credit 

union space.  

He earned his CEO title at the age of 35 when he took the helm at Point Loma FCU (now 

MyPoint CU)—becoming one of the youngest CEOs serving at a U.S. credit union. His vision, 

drive, and industry knowledge has made him a much sought-after resource and volunteer. He 

served on the CO-OP Financial Services Board of Directors, Western CUNA Management 

School, and Credit Union Roundtable Advisory Board. Since Schroeder’s arrival at Ventura 

County CU in 2009, the credit union has expanded its reach into all corners of the county. His 

strong belief in the “People Helping People” philosophy is apparent everywhere at the credit 

union—including participating or sponsoring multiple local events. Unlike many credit unions 

with a strong community emphasis, though, VCCU’s guiding principles include a formalized 

statement focused on reaching out to serve modest means and underserved groups within our 

community.  

Among Schroeder’s early initiatives was an outreach program that took the credit union directly 

into the fields with financial services. Two years after the program was instituted, one of these 

early members purchased their first home through VCCU. In partnership with the Consulate of 

Mexico in Oxnard, VCCU began an “ambassador” type program, placing a credit un ion 

employee part-time within the Consulate offices to assist one-on-one with financial education 

and banking needs. As a result, the credit union earned recognition a Juntos Avanzamos-

designated credit union by Inclusiv. In addition, Schroeder and his team began a partnership in 

2015 with the Ventura County Area Agency on Aging (VCAAA) to hold seminars focused on 

financial management, identity protection, and elder financial abuse. In 2019, VCCU became 

the first local credit union to earn certification as a dementia-friendly organization.  



In 2015, Schroeder and his team launched The Foundation of Ventura County Credit Union, 

which exists to provide financial assistance and education to local community partners – 

emphasizing helping the underserved, beautification and preservation of the environment, and 

health and well-being of the region. And during the historic wildfire devastation in the region in 

late 2017, VCCU immediately offered short-term emergency loans and grants to members who 

suffered losses. It also partnered with the County of Ventura to support efforts of the American 

Red Cross and FEMA by offering free space in VCCU facilities for more than three months 

during and after the fire. It implemented a program through which it provides marketing and 

promotional support to small local businesses that suffered loss of revenue during the critical 

holiday shopping period.  

In 1995, he joined the CO-OP ATM Network and served on that board for nine years during one 

of the CO-OP’s most historic strategic growth periods. He was involved in encouraging the 

development and implementation of a strategic plan to merge the credit union networks 

together, which resulted in CO-OP’s nationwide credit union ATM presence. 

Schroeder was a founding member of the Marketing Association of CA (MAC, now MACU) in 

1985, working alongside other founding partners to create a space dedicated to credit union 

marketers that would help credit unions thrive, advance, and succeed. The California-based 

organization ultimately grew to serve a national base. 

He is one of the founding members of WOCCU’s Global Women’s Leadership Network and 

works with other credit union advocates to tackle the industry’s gender gap while leveraging 

resources to strengthen the economic security of women and their families. Under his direction, 

VCCU has provided both human and financial resources to the network. He’s often credited for 

introducing the pink tie that is now part of the GWLN “uniform” worn by members and 

supporters. 

His work extends to governmental affairs and legislative action at the local, state, and national 

levels. He regularly “hikes the hill” as part of GAC and CCUL’s efforts to educate and engage 

elected officials. More than that, though, Joe is a “behind the scenes” ambassador who regularly 

meets with Ventura County’s congressional representatives and state assembly members. In 

2018, Joe was one of a small group of local financial services executives asked by state 

Assemblywoman Monique Limon to participate in her local banking forum. For the last two 

years, Sen. Hannah-Beth Jackson has held her Annual Women of the Year recognition event at 

VCCU’s headquarters with Joe presiding over official introductions. He is a member of the 

Government Affairs Committee and serves as an industry representative to the Consumer 

Financial Protection Bureau.  

Joe has demonstrated a career-long commitment to credit union advocacy—at home and 

abroad. Several years ago, in conjunction with a WOCCU World Credit Union Conference, Joe 

was asked to speak before the Scottish parliament and regulatory bodies whose own 

regulations governing credit unions have historically been prohibitive and restrictive. Joe talked 

about regulations governing U.S. credit unions, and advocated for changing rules that limited 

checking accounts, credit cards and other consumer loan product offerings allowed by Scottish 

cooperatives. 



His many contributions have been recognized—he was inducted into the Credit Union House 

Hall of Leaders in 2015; received the Leagues’ Distinguished Service Award in 2014, and its 

Unsung Hero Award in 2012. And he has received leadership awards from the NAACP, 

Hispanic Coalition, and the Mixteco indigenous community. 

Joe has had a truly remarkable credit union career that lasted from soon after his college 

graduation all the way through his retirement. He has embodied the philosophy of “people 

helping people” every step of the way through dedicated credit union advocacy, significant 

community involvement, compassionate leadership, and caring mentorship. In fact, through his 

mentorship, his former chief administrative officer, Linda Rossi, has now taken over as CEO of 

Ventura County Credit Union. 
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